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EMR: Overall decline but problems remain 

Middle East and Africa Illicit Trade % Volume Growth 2015-2016 is - 8.9 % 
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 Tobacco smuggling is  

to & from & across EM 
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EM countries in international routs 

Origin Transit Destination 

 

UAE 

Egypt 

Tunisia 

Libya 

Syria 

Iran 

Iraq 

Pakistan 

http://www.who.int/fctc/protocol/faq/en/index1.html 

Free trade zones have also been used in the illicit tobacco trade in the UAE, and Egypt 
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Illicit trade market share in 2016 

https://www.euromonitor.com/illicit-trade-in-tobacco-products/report 
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Difference in illicit trade penetration 2011-2016 

https://www.euromonitor.com/illicit-trade-in-tobacco-products/report 
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Alarming numbers in EM countries 

 

In 2016 

 

Iraq  

 

Egypt  

 

Illicit cigarette volumes  

 

8.3 billion sticks.  

 

6.7 billion sticks.  

 

In 2016 

 

UAE  

 

Pakistan 

 

Illicit trade market share 

 

25% 

 

 

More than 30% 
 

Centres of illicit trade  

 

Free zones, especially the 

Jebel Ali 

https://www.euromonitor.com/illicit-trade-in-tobacco-products/report 
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Intraregional smuggling 

 

 

 Tax exempted governorates 

 

 Regional trade hubs 
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Success story 

 Stricter border controls 

 Prosecutors issuing search warrants for illicit facilities 
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Tunisia: 78% reduction in illicit trade market share 

https://www.euromonitor.com/illicit-trade-in-tobacco-products/report 
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We only see the tip of the iceberg 
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Smuggled tobacco is publicly accepted 
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Is the industry involved?! 

Why is its price in 

our countries less 

than in the country 

of origin?  
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Is the industry involved?! 
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Is the industry involved?! 

Industry denies it 
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The industry is not our partner 
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New products, new challenges 

 

E-Cig 

 

Banned in some EM countries but it is still there 
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New products, new challenges 

 

HTP 

 No specific regulations 

 Industry is trying to lunch it in EM 
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The gap in research 

 

 Key players: Industry, Terrorists, Smugglers, Governments???? 

 Magnitude and characteristics of the illicit tobacco trade 

 Economics of illicit trade 

 Smuggling routs  

 

 



19 | 

The protocol in EM 
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EMRO position 
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The way forward 

1. Join the protocol 

2. Raise awareness 

3. Dismiss the myth related to illicit tobacco trade 

4. Inter-country cooperation to end illicit trade in the region 

5. Observe 5.3 when dealing with the industry 

6. Promote research  
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    Thank you 


